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The Gorilla Doctors of the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project (MGVP) are dedicated to saving mountain 
gorilla lives. With only about 700 mountain gorillas left in the world today, we believe it is critical to ensure the health and well being of every individual 
possible. About 380 individuals live in the Virunga Volcanoes Massif, which combines Rwanda’s Volcanoes National Park, DR Congo’s Virunga National Park, 
and Uganda’s Mgahinga National Park. Another 320 animals live in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in Uganda. Our international team of veterinarians, 
the Gorilla Doctors, is the only group providing wild mountain gorillas with direct, hands-on care. Research has proven that by intervening to save sick and 
injured gorillas, the Gorilla Doctors have helped the overall mountain gorilla population to increase. 
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Dr. Jan Ramer
Regional Veterinary Manager

Dr. Jan manages our Africa programs 
from our base in Musanze, Rwanda. 
Taking a leave of absence from her 
position as an associate veterinarian 
at the Indianapolis Zoo, Dr. Jan brings 
decades of experience working with 
primates and other exotic animals.

Schadrack Niyonzima
Administrative Assistant
Schadrack works as the administrative 
assistant at our Musanze headquarters 
and has been a vital member of the 
team since joining us in September 
2009. Thanks to his management 
skills and political and business savvy, 
MGVP’s local operations run smoothly.

Dr. Mike Cranfield
Executive Director
Dr. Mike has lead the MGVP team 
for 12 years, splitting his time 
between overseeing operations in 
Africa, fundraising on the road, and 
administering MGVP from his office at 
The Maryland Zoo. He was one of the 
first veterinarians to embrace the One 
Health idea for great ape conservation.



One Health We recognize that the health of the gorillas is inextricably linked to that of the entire ecosystem, so we have 
established a holistic Mountain Gorilla One Health Program (MGOHP) in partnership with the UC Davis Wildlife Health Center, where both Dr. Kirsten 
and Dr. Mike are staff veterinarians. The program seeks to further protect gorillas by supporting health programs for people and their animals living and 
working in and around gorilla habitat. To reduce the risk of disease transmission between people and gorillas, we provide health screenings to conservation 
workers and have informed government officials about recommended health protocols for tourist visits to the gorillas. We also vaccinate dogs and cats 
living near gorilla habitat for rabies and support research investigating potential disease transfer among gorillas, humans, domestic animals, and wildlife.
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Dr. Kirsten Gilardi
MGOHP Director

Dr. Kirsten joined MGVP in 2009 
as director of the Mountain Gorilla 
One Health Program (MGOHP) at 
the UC Davis Wildlife Health Center 
(WHC), a self-supporting research, 
service, and teaching Center of 
Excellence at the veterinary school. 
She has been with the WHC for 
more than 13 years.

Dr. Fred Nizeyimana
Uganda In-Country Field 
Veterinarian

Dr. Fred became a Gorilla Doctor in 
2010 and has since been dedicated 
to monitoring the health of the 
mountain gorillas in Uganda’s 
national parks. Previously, he 
was the sanctuary manager and 
veterinarian for the Ngamba Island 
Chimpanzee Sanctuary.



Interventions The Gorilla Doctors regularly monitor the health of gorilla groups to ensure the early detection of disease and 
injury. When gorillas suffer from human-induced or life-threatening trauma or disease, the Gorilla Doctors stage medical interventions to save their lives. 
While circumstances vary for each case, generally animals suffering from infectious disease are darted with antibiotics and injured animals are anesthetized 
and treated in the forest. In 2010, we intervened to help gorillas in all three countries, including darting gorillas suffering from respiratory disease with 
antibiotics, freeing and treating individuals with limbs caught in poachers’ snares, and twice anesthetizing and relocating the silverback Mukunda from 
villages to his home in Virunga National Park. 
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Dr. Eddy Kambale
DRC In-Country Field Veterinarian
Dr. Eddy is one of our two 
Congolese field veterinarians 
based in Goma, DRC. Working as a 
Gorilla Doctor since 2004, Dr. Eddy 
monitors the health of the mountain 
and Grauer’s gorillas in Virunga and 
Kahuzi-Biega national parks and 
serves as the primary care doctor 
for the orphans in DRC.

Kaboko Rescue
Anniversary

18



Orphans Sadly, as a result of poaching and the illegal trade of animals, the Gorilla Doctors treat and care for several confiscated 
gorilla orphans.  Last year, Dr. Eddy helped rescue and treat the newest orphan, Djingala, a one-year-old Grauer’s gorilla whose family had been killed by 
poachers. We also continued to provide for the six Grauer’s gorillas and two mountain gorillas at our orphan facility in Rwanda, and provided medical care 
to two mountain gorilla orphans in the DRC. While the Grauer’s gorillas will be transferred to a sanctuary in the DRC managed by Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund 
International, the Gorilla Doctors will be available 24 hours a day for consultation. We will continue to treat the four mountain gorilla orphans, Ndeze, 
Ndakasi, Maisha, and Kaboko, who will be integrated together at the Senkwekwe Center in Virunga National Park.
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Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-
Braum
Regional Field Veterinarian
Based in Musanze, Dr. Magda 
has served as a field veterinarian 
in Rwanda, DRC, and Uganda 
since 2007. Originally from 
Poland, Magda has lived in Africa 
since 1998, initially working with 
chimpanzees in Tanzania with Dr. 
Jane Goodall.



Research To complement our efforts to save mountain gorilla lives in the field, we support research examining gorilla and ecosystem 
health issues. Samples taken during interventions and necropsies of deceased gorillas are analyzed by our our Mountain Gorilla Pathologist Dr. Linda 
Lowenstine and other researchers to help us better understand gorilla health issues. Such research enabled us to determine a link between a deadly 
respiratory disease in gorillas and a human pathogen. We also help facilitate student ecosystem health projects, such as a recent study assessing the 
potential route of transmission of the intestinal parasites Cryptosporidium and Giardia between domestic cattle, forest buffalo, and mountain gorillas in 
Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda. 
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Dr. Linda Lowenstine
Veterinary Pathologist

Dr. Linda Lowenstine, a UC Davis 
veterinary pathologist, has served 
as MGVP’s pathologist since the 
organization was founded in 1986. 
Her analyses of tissues from dead 
gorillas helps us to understand the 
disease threats facing the gorillas.



Gorilla Conservation Employee Health Program 
As part of our One Health initiative, we offer health screenings and care to gorilla conservation workers and their families. Under the direction of GCEHP 
Manager Jean-Paul Lukusa, local doctors annually screen veterinarians, researchers, and the national park rangers, trackers, and guides who work in 
Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda and the gorilla sectors of Virunga and Kahuzi-Biega national parks in DRC. In Uganda the staff of the Bwindi-based 
Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation are also screened. Doctors give follow up care to sick individuals and glasses to those with vision problems. In 
addition, the families of employees are offered treatment for intestinal parasites and counseling about hygiene, family planning, and HIV prevention.
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Democratic Republic of 
Congo

Independence Day 

Jean-Paul Lukusa
GCEHP Manager

Jean-Paul manages the GCEHP, 
coordinating health screenings, 
health education, and laboratory 
sample processing for hundreds of 
workers and their families. Prior to 
joining MGVP in 2003, he worked 
as a medical school professor after 
obtaining his Public Health degree.

8

Ndakasi Rescue
Anniversary



Grauer’s Gorillas In addition to looking after the health of mountain gorillas (Gorilla beringei beringei), the Gorilla 
Doctors, at the request of the government of DRC, also monitor the health of their close cousins, the Grauer’s (Gorilla beringei graueri) or eastern lowland 
gorillas of eastern DRC. While the estimated population of these lowland-dwelling gorillas is higher than that of the mountain gorillas, the Grauer’s gorillas 
currently face a risk of human-induced injury and death due to the instability of the regions where they live. Despite the danger posed, the Gorilla Doctors 
perform routine health checks and stage interventions for the habituated Grauer’s gorillas of Virunga and Kahuzi-Biega national parks when possible. The 
doctors also assist in the confiscation and treatment of Grauer’s gorillas orphaned by poachers.
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Rwanda’s
Independence Day 

Dr. Jacques Iyanya 
DRC In-Country Field Veterinarian 
& Country Focal Point

Along with Dr. Eddy, Dr. Jacques has 
looked after the mountain and Grauer’s 
gorillas in Virunga and Kahuzi-Biega 
national parks for 6 years. Dr. Jacques 
also provides administrative support for 
our Congo programs. 

Ndeze Rescue
Anniversary

24

Molly Feltner
Communications Officer

Since 2010, Molly has worked 
to publicize our efforts through 
photography, video, writing, and social 
media. Formerly a travel writer based 
in Boston, Molly moved to Rwanda in 
early 2009 to work for conservation 
and humanitarian-based NGOs.

U.S. Support Staff
Project Manager and Assistant Nina 
Storch and Bio Bank Manager Jennifer 
Sohl work at the Maryland Zoo with Dr. 
Mike. The Mountain Gorilla One Health 
Program at UC Davis is assisted by 
Kathy Collins, Lavonne Hull, Alison 
Kent, and Amanda Mahler. Joan 
Quinlan is our accountant.



Alternative Fuel To combat deforestation, MGVP has helped establish a local-owned business in Rwanda producing 
alternative fuel briquettes composed of recycled materials that can be made easily with a wooden press. Charcoal, the primary cooking fuel used by people 
living around the Virunga Massif, requires the burning of large quantities of wood to produce. Unfortunately, much of the charcoal in the region is made 
using trees illegally cut in Virunga National Park, DRC. Fuel briquettes were originally championed in the area by the Congolese Wildlife Authority (ICCN), 
which helped us to bring the technology to Rwanda. In 2010, we worked with our local partners to build a briquette enterprise and begin selling the fuel to 
NGOs, including MGVP. This year we plan to market briquettes to the community at large as a cheaper alternative to charcoal. 
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Ramadan Begins

Eid-Ul-Fitr 



PREDICT Thanks to a USAID grant awarded to the UC Davis Wildlife Health Center, MGVP is at the forefront of a global 
campaign to identify the emergence of new infectious diseases in wildlife that could pose a major threat to human health. Gorilla Doctors Julius Nziza and 
Benard Ssebide, the in-country PREDICT coordinators for Rwanda and Uganda respectively, are leading the field work, collecting blood, saliva, and fecal 
samples from rodents, primates, bats, and birds in places where these species come into close contact with people. The Gorilla Doctors will also focus on 
building local laboratory capacity, so that health investigators in Uganda and Rwanda will be equipped to detect infections in wildlife through samples 
processed in-country.
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Dr. Julius Nziza
PREDICT Rwanda Country 
Coordinator

Dr. Julius was hired last May to 
oversee our PREDICT projects 
in and around Rwanda’s national 
parks. For three years prior to 
joining MGVP, Dr. Julius was the 
Rwanda Development Board 
veterinary warden in Nyungwe 
National Park.

Dr. Benard Ssebide
PREDICT Uganda Country 
Coordinator

Our Uganda in-country veterinarian 
for 3 years, Dr. Benard now heads 
up our Uganda PREDICT work. 
Previously, he worked in Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park for the 
Ugandan Wildlife Authority for six 
years, first as a veterinarian and 
then as chief park warden.



Wildlife Veterinarians in Africa We are committed to educating, training, and 
employing local veterinarians and other professionals. In Africa, the majority of our staff are locals and we offer these employees the chance to improve 
their skills by sponsoring their attendance at continuing education programs, international conferences, and internships at zoos and clinics in the U.S. We 
also invite local conservation workers from other organizations to attend lectures and workshops at our regional headquarters and in the field. Each year, 
several local students studying veterinary medicine or related fields conduct research projects and internships under the guidance of the Gorilla Doctors. 
Their contributions, especially to our One Health programs, are vital.
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Uganda
Independence Day 

Guards
Felicien Mulinda, Faustin Nemeye, 
and Samuel Nshimiyimana work 
as guards and grounds staff at our 
regional headquarters in Rwanda and 
Jean-Claude Rusengamihigo, Michel 
Mwemezi, and Innocent Barimenshi 
perform similar duties at our orphan 
gorilla facility in Kinigi.

Dr. Jean-Felix Kinani
Rwandan In-Country Field 
Veterinarian
Dr. Jean-Felix has worked as a field 
veterinarian in Rwanda for 6 years and 
has assisted  with interventions and 
necropsies in Uganda and in DRC. He 
also heads up our One Health rabies 
program in Rwanda and is working on 
his Masters of Field Epidemiology.

Dr. John Bosco Nizeyi
Research Veterinarian
Dr. John Bosco or “JBN” serves as 
MGVP’s research veterinarian and also 
as a professor at Makerere University 
in Kampala, Uganda. Starting with 
MGVP in 1993 as a field veterinarian, 
JBN now conducts research and 
mentors the next generation of African 
veterinarians at Makerere.



Partners The Gorilla Doctors work in collaboration with the Rwanda Development Board (RDB), Institut Congolais pour la Conservacion 
de la Nature (ICCN), and Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA), which manage the national parks in the three countries where where mountain gorillas survive. 
We rely on the assistance of national park rangers and authorities to perform health checks, interventions, and research in the field and to coordinate care 
for the gorilla orphans. Other key partners include the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, International Gorilla Conservation Programme, Institute for 
Tropical Forest Conservation, Art of Conservation, and Makerere University. With our close partner the University of California Davis Wildlife Health Center 
we run the One Health Program and we maintain an office and laboratory at The Maryland Zoo.
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Dr. Jean Bosco Noheli
Laboratory Technician
Dr. Noel is a new Rwandan 
veterinarian and works primarily 
as the laboratory technician at our 
Musanze headquarters. He has 
also assisted in interventions in 
Uganda and DRC and numerous 
necropsies in Rwanda. He joined 
us in 2009 after completing his 
veterinary medicine degree.



Dear Friends, YOU are a critical member of the Gorilla Doctors team. As a nonprofit, our work on the front lines of gorilla 
conservation is not possible without the generous financial support of people like you. Thanks to private donations over the years, we have continued to 
meet our goal of saving gorilla lives by providing these endangered primates with excellent health care. However, additional funds are essential to continue 
our veterinary work and to expand our One Health programs. We hope that during this season, you’ll consider making a gift to the Gorilla Doctors. You can 
make a tax-deductible donation on our website, www.gorilladoctors.org, or mail a check using the enclosed envelope. 
		                              Sincerely yours,   The Gorilla Doctors
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Leon Ntahobavukira
House Manager

MGVP’s second longest standing 
employee, Leon has served as 
the house manager and chef at 
our Rwanda headquarters for 15 
years. Leon’s homemade meals 
have given a whole series of Gorilla 
Doctors the energy needed for long 
days in the field and office. 

Maisha Rescue
Anniversary

14



Donors Fiscal Year 2009 - 2010
$10,000 or more
Franklin and Susan Orr
Julie Packard
Arcus Foundation
Tapeats Fund
The Orvis Company, Inc.
Morris Animal Foundation
Partners in Conservation/Columbus Zoo
Billie Grieb and Duke Lohr
Houston Zoo
Ged Caddick/Terra Incognita Ecotours
Kim Hammond/Falls Road Animal Hospital
Cleve and Patsy Moler
Boris Teterev 

$9,999 to $5,000
Erkiletian Family Foundation
Aid for Africa
Columbus Zoological Park Association

$4,999 to $1,000
Volcanoes Safaris
Clinton Lewin
Peterborough West Animal Hospital
Banovich Wildscape Foundation
Gail H. Hall
Roger Powell
Thousand Hills Expeditions/Calgary Zoo
Ortega Elementary School
Kelly Miles
Scott Weaver
Candace Sayles-Brad/Project V.E.T.S.

$999 to $500
Keith Ewart Charitable Trust
Pamela Turner
Barbara Larkin
Jennifer Conour
Friends School of Baltimore
World Safaris
Jim Harper

Rebecca Barchas and John Gehrs
Gregory Barnhill
St. Anthony’s Delight
Sandia, Matthew, and Will Burrard-Lucas
Kelly Harcourt
Allison Lynch
Richard Reckmeyer
Rwanda Eco-Tours

$499 to $100
Bronx Zoo Docents
Kirsten Gilardi
Jeanette Tonnies 
G. Thomas and Elizabeth Phillips
Karl Wilke
Nava Greenblatt
Tony Hartman
Ann Clapp
Carolyn Haugen
Jeffrey Kiefer
Tom and Catherine Peddy
Dots Sherwood
Heather Moore
William Weller
Sandra Babcock
Scarlett Bean
Jonathan Beeton
Franca Boag
Jennifer Bonilla
Robert Braddock
Jodie Ciuffa
Bill Denny
Myrna Epstein
Betsy Gorman
Philip Johnson
Karen Jore
Jean Lootz
Lori Wark
Carolyn Wollenberger
Jeff and Jonna Mazet
Susan Stanzione

Linda Ball
Lorry Scheider
Karen Melville
Brenton Head
Marcie Hayhurst
Valerie Henderson
Robert Hilsenroth
James Hubbard
Lynne Kaluzniak
Patricia Knight
Katherine Kozol
Gene Legg
Gail Leis
Patrick Lui
K. Macklin
Linda Maltos
Jacqueline McCaffrey
Robin Meili
Arleen Morgenroth
Janet Mount
Noe and Toni Noble
Donna O’Berry
Susan Pearson
Robert Post
Anna Rossi
Carl and Evelyn Sargent
Melinda Sharp
Duane Sickert
Madelon Smith
Bertha Smith
David Sudduth
Judith Carol Tucker
Eugene Vogel, Jr.
Janet Weaver
Lillian White
James Winborn
Susan Wolfe

An additional 138 donors made personally significant 
gifts of $1 to $99, totalling $5,847.



A total of $753,906 in funding was spent through MGVP during the July 1,2009 to June 30, 
2010 Fiscal Year.  The chart below breaks down the expenditures.

Field Programs

Administration

Development

Capacity Building

Travel

Salaries and Wages

Fiscal Spending

(Credit: Dr. Mike Cranfield); Ndeze (Credit: Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-Braum); Molly Feltner (Credit: Julie 
Ghrist), U.S. Support Staff (Credit: MGVP) 
August: ICCN Ranger Jean Bosco Bichamakara demonstrates the briquette-making process in Rwanda 
(Credit: Molly Feltner)
September: Dr. Julius and Veterinary Medicine students Olivier Nsengimana and Shannon McCook 
conducting PREDICT fieldwork in Rwanda (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Benard (Credit: MGVP);
Dr. Julius (Credit: Molly Feltner)
October: Clockwise from left, Gorilla Doctors Eddy, Fred, and Julius, ICCN Veterinarian Arthur Kalonji, and 
Jean-Paul Lukusa practice a new laboratory technique. (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Jean-Felix (Credit: Molly 
Feltner); Dr. JBN (Credit: MGVP); Guards (Credit: Molly Feltner)
November: ICCN Gorilla Caretaker Andre Bauma-Muhindo and Ndakasi (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Noel 
(Credit: Molly Feltner)
December: Bukima and infant in Rwanda (Credit: Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-Braum); Leon (Credit: Molly 
Feltner); Maisha (Credit: Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-Braum)
Back: Infant in Humba group, DRC (Credit: Molly Feltner)

Calendar design and text by Molly Feltner.   Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project, Inc. © 2010

Photo Captions and Credits
Cover: Clockwise from upper left, Dr. Eddy and ICCN orphan caretaker with Ndeze in DRC (Credit: Dr. 
Magdalena Lukasik-Braum); Silverback Isabukuru in Rwanda (Credit: Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-Braum); Mt. 
Sabyinyo in Rwanda (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Jan and Mukunda’s hands in DRC (Credit: Molly Feltner)
January: Silverback Kurira and infant in Rwanda (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Mike (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. 
Jan (Credit: Dr. Magdalena Lukasik-Braum), Schadrack (Credit: Molly Feltner)
February: View of Volcanoes National Park from Virunga Lodge, Rwanda (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Kirsten 
(Credit: WHC); Dr. Fred (Credit: Molly Feltner)
March: Intervention of Silverback Mukunda in DRC (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Eddy (Credit: Molly Feltner); 
Kaboko (Credit: Dr. Mike Cranfield)
April: Djingala with Dr. Jan and DFGFI Manager of Confiscated Gorillas Sandy Jones (Credit: Molly Feltner); 
Dr. Magda (Credit: MGVP)
May: Veterinary Medicine students James Hassell and Kris Abbott conducting cattle research near Volcanoes 
National Park, Rwanda (Credit: Molly Feltner); Dr. Linda Lowenstine (Credit: UC Davis)
June: Jean-Paul Lukusa begins a health screening with Dr. Noel (Credit: Molly Feltner); Jean-Paul (Credit: 
Molly Feltner); Ndakasi (Credit: Dr. Mike Cranfield)
July: Grauer’s Gorilla in Kahuzi-Biega National Park (Credit: Jahre Erfahrung/iStockphoto); Dr. Jacques 
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