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Saving a Species 
One Gorilla at a Time
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GORILLA DOCTORS is the only organization 
permitted to provide life-saving veterinary 
care to endangered wild mountain and 

Grauer’s gorillas in east Africa.

Established in 1986 at the request 
of renowned primatologist 
Dr. Dian Fossey, Gorilla Doctors’ 
mission is to conserve eastern 
gorillas with medicine and a 

One Health approach. Our team – 
15 highly trained veterinarians 

working in Rwanda, Uganda and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo – monitors the 
health of every single one of the remaining 880 mountain 
gorillas left in the world, and monitors as many Grauer’s 
gorillas as possible as this species’ numbers plummet, 
in an area of east Africa which covers 14,324 sq. km.

The courageous and tireless work of the 
Gorilla Doctors has been instrumental in 
bringing the mountain gorilla back from the 
brink of extinction and has helped the population 
increase nearly four-fold. The organization 
leverages years of knowledge and experience 
with gorillas to further solidify a unique primate 
partnership, one in which our two species – gorillas 
and people – can continue to thrive together.

MOBILIZING AFRICAN 
DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITIES

HEALTH FOR PEOPLE
Providing preventive health care 
for park staff and for their families, 
which protects the health of the gorillas.

SOCIAL MOBILITY
Training local veterinarians and young 
conservationists as an investment in 
local knowledge, improved health, and 
economic growth in and around the parks.

ECONOMIC GROWTH
In Rwanda, where 75% of the population 
lives on <$1.25 / day, Gorilla Doctors 
contributes to fueling a $150M tourism 
industry which contributes 4% of 
Rwanda’s GDP, employs 800 people 
in the park, and creates jobs for 54,000 
people who work around it.

GLOBAL HEALTH
Gorilla Doctors is a leader in 
east-central Africa in building capacity 
for the detection and discovery of viruses 
with the potential to spill over into human 
communities and cause pandemics.

WHO WE ARE AND
HOW WE ARE DIFFERENT

GORILLA DOCTORS influences the entire gorilla 
ecosystem – people, communities, countries and the 
world. As the keystone species of their forest ecosystem, 
gorillas are critical in conferring ecological benefits to 
other wildlife and to neighboring human communities. 

The health of mountain and Grauer’s gorillas in the 
face of such pressing environmental pressures as 
climate change, human population growth, food 
security and water availability, is the measuring stick 
by which we can gauge the impact of these stressors 
on the ecosystem as a whole – including people. 

Mountain gorillas share 98.5% of their genes with 
humans, making human-borne infectious disease 
an ever-present threat to gorillas. As well, gorillas 
help us better understand pathogens that are 
shared between people, primates and other wildlife, 
such as malaria, yellow fever, and Ebola.

SHARING OUR WORLD
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