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One Health, One Earth

Gorilla Doctors began as a single American veterinarian 
stationed in Rwanda in 1986. Today, we are an 
internationally-recognized team of Rwandan, Ugandan and 
Congolese veterinarians, researchers and wildlife health 
experts. We are dedicated to conserving wild mountain 
and eastern lowland (Grauer’s) gorillas through life-saving 
veterinary medicine and science using a One Health 
approach. We are the only organization in the world 
providing these endangered animals with hands-on care in 
the wild, which is credited with half of the annual population 
growth rate in habituated mountain gorillas. We are literally 
saving a species, one gorilla at a time.
When a gorilla is sick or injured we make “forest calls”- 
taking care of gorillas in their home environment, never 
removing an individual from the forest or separating it from 
its family for treatment. Gorilla Doctors release animals 
from snares, perform physical examinations & surgeries, and 
administer life-saving medication, always while surrounded by 
our patients’ gorilla families. 

Gorilla Doctors’ One Health approach recognizes that 
the health of people, animals and the environment are 
inextricably linked. Gorillas are susceptible to human 
diseases and vice versa, so in order to promote the 
long-term conservation of gorillas, we must also 
account for and advance the health of people and the 
environments upon which we all depend. 
When Gorilla Doctors started there were 250 
mountain gorillas in the wild. Today, there are just over 
1,000 and they are the only great ape whose numbers 
are increasing in the wild. But as human-related threats 
increase, and as Grauer’s gorillas in particular face 
serious decline, our work is more critical than ever. 
To learn more and support our work, please visit our 
website:

www.gorilladoctors.org.


