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Mountain gorilla family outing – Silverback Ndungutse with Nshuti 
carrying her infant in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, Uganda. Photo 
by Skyler Bishop.

When a gorilla is sick or injured we make “forest calls” 
–taking care of gorillas in their home environment. 
Gorilla Doctors releases animals from snares, performs 
physical exams and surgeries, and administers life-saving 
medication – always while surrounded by our gorilla 
patients’ families.

Gorilla Doctors is dedicated to conserving wild 
mountain and eastern lowland (Grauer’s) gorillas 
through life-saving veterinary medicine, science and a 
One Health approach. One Health recognizes that the 
health of people, animals and the environment are 
inextricably linked – to conserve gorillas we must also 
advance the health of people and the environments 
upon which we all depend.

Gorilla Doctors is the only organization in the world 
providing these endangered animals with hands-on 
care, which is credited with half of the annual 
population growth rate in habituated mountain gorillas. 

Our hospital is the 
forest

Scan with your iPhone camera or other 
code reader to watch a short video about 
Gorilla Doctors.

 

COVER PHOTO: An inquisitive gaze – Infant in Isimbi group, 
Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda. Photo by Dr. Methode Bahizi, 
Gorilla Doctors.



  

Infant with attitude – Rushegura group, Bwindi Impenetrable National 
Park, Uganda. Photo by Skyler Bishop.

Where we work

Rwanda

DR Congo

Uganda

Gorilla Doctors is an international team of veterinarians 
monitoring the health of gorillas in Rwanda, Uganda and 
DR Congo. 

We work in parks spanning the Virunga Volcanoes 
Massif: 
•	 Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda 
•	 Virunga National Park, DR Congo
•	 Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, Uganda

We also work in: 
•	 Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda
•	 Kahuzi-Biega National Park, DR Congo 

Gorilla Doctors also manages veterinary care for great 
apes confiscated from poachers at the Senkwekwe 
Center and the Lwiro Primate Rehabilitation Center, 
both in DR Congo.



 

Peeking out from foliage – Silverback Mark of Nyakagezi group, 
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, Uganda. Photo by Skyler Bishop.

Mountain gorillas were reclassified in late 2018 from 
‘critically endangered’ to ‘endangered’ – a wildlife 
conservation ‘win’ thanks to the hard work of Gorilla 
Doctors and its government partners and other gorilla 
NGOs. But mountain gorillas still face significant threats 
to their long-term survival, as do the critically 
endangered Grauer’s gorillas, including:

•	 Dense and growing human populations surrounding 
the parks

•	 Potential disease transmission resulting from close 
human-wildlife interactions

•	 Poaching for bush meat and illegal resource 
extraction inside parks

•	 World’s second largest Ebolavirus outbreak in DR 
Congo placing gorillas at risk

•	 Rebel activity in DR Congo impacting ability to 
monitor and protect gorillas

A conservation 
success...but threats 
continue

 



  

Mountain gorillas on the move – Titus group, Volcanoes National 
Park, Rwanda. 

Mountain gorilla 
healthcare in Rwanda
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In 2018/19, Drs. Julius Nziza, Jean Bosco (Noel) Noheri, 
Gaspard Nzayisenga and Adrien Ntwari monitored the 
health of mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National Park. 
One case highlighting the time and energy we dedicate 
to gorilla health was the respiratory infection outbreak 
in Mafunzo group in April 2019. 

When gorillas get sick it requires daily “forest calls” to 
monitor their health. In the case of Mafunzo group, 
several members were observed with symptoms of a 
respiratory infection. Silverback Mafunzo was also 
fighting with lone silverback Mutobo, and while the rest 
of the group recovered, his condition deteriorated. 
Mafunzo also lost five females to Mutobo and sustained 
several wounds. Drs. Noel and Gaspard treated 
Mafunzo with antibiotics and continued to monitor his 
condition while he recovered. 

Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to learn more about Mafunzo’s treatment.



 

Malaika’s curious infant – Katwe group, Bwindi Impenetrable National 
Park, Uganda. Photo by Dr. Fred Nizeyimana, Gorilla Doctors.

Drs. Benard Ssebide, Fred Nizeyimana and Ricky Okwir 
Okello had an extremely busy year monitoring the 
health of nearly half of the world’s remaining mountain 
gorillas.

One significant case involved treating the oldest 
habituated female gorilla in Bwindi, Kashundwe of 
Katwe group, for a severe eye infection. Following 
consultation with a veterinary ophthamology expert, 
Kashundwe received a lengthy course of antibiotics. 
During treatment we discovered she’d lost vision in the 
affected eye but because of our intervention, the 
infection didn’t spread to cause systemic illness and she 
is alive and well today.

A busy year caring for 
Uganda’s mountain 
gorillas
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Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to learn more about Kashundwe’s 
multiple interventions.



  

A wild elephant wakes up from anesthesia – Drs. Eddy Kambale Syaluha 
and Martin Kabuyaya complete a successful intervention, Virunga 
National Park, DR Congo.

Significant challenges 
hinder gorilla health 
monitoring in DR Congo 

This year was a challenging one for Gorilla Doctors’ 
Eddy Kambale Syaluha and Martin Kabuyaya in DR 
Congo. Our team and their families were at 
tremendous risk from the second largest Ebolavirus 
outbreak in history, which continues. As well, our 
veterinarians’ work in the field was curtailed by the 
danger posed by rebel militia illegally occupying the 
forest. 

Nevertheless, they continued to monitor the health of 
mountain and Grauer’s gorillas in Virunga and Kahuzi-
Biega National Parks. They also performed three 
interventions on unusual patients; at the request of 
Congolese wildlife authorities, Drs. Eddy and Martin 
treated forest elephants suffering from snares and bullet 
wounds. 

Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to learn more about these extraordinary 
elephant interventions.
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Being the largest primate on the planet, critically 
endangered Grauer’s gorillas have experienced a 77% 
population decline over the last 20 years. This year 
Drs. Eddy and Martin monitored the health of three 
groups of habituated Grauer’s gorillas in Kahuzi-Biega 
National Park, DR Congo.

Given that the majority of Grauer’s gorillas are 
unhabituated, we need new tools to monitor their 
health because we typically cannot get close enough to 
wild Grauer’s gorillas to perform visual assessments. 
With support from National Geographic and a 
generous donor, Dr. Eddy continued his work to 
develop non-invasive protocols for monitoring the 
health of non-habituated Grauer’s gorillas. The long-
term goal is to field test and implement these 
techniques in order to better monitor the health of all 
critically endangered Grauer’s gorillas.

Grauer’s gorillas 
remain critically 
endangered

 

Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to see the multi-generational impact of 
Gorilla Doctors’ work saving Grauer’s gorillas.

Sky gazing through the forest canopy – Karibu, a subadult Grauer’s 
gorilla of Chimanuka group, Kahuzi-Biega National Park, DR Congo. 
Photo by Artur Gajda



  

Caring for the health 
of orphaned gorillas
Despite Gorilla Doctors provides veterinary care for the 
four orphaned mountain gorillas at Senkwekwe in Virunga 
National Park, DR Congo. Fortunately, Matabishi, Muzuka 
(aka Yalala), Ndeze and Ndakasi were in general good health 
this year. Matabishi sustained bite wounds from wild 
chimpanzees, but following treatment from Dr. Eddy made a 
full recovery. Muzuka was treated for worms and skin 
lesions but also recovered following treatment and changes 
to her diet to increase her nutrition. 

A photo taken by caregivers at Senkwewke (one of them 
wearing a Gorilla Doctors 
t-shirt) and posted on 
Facebook went viral, 
resulting in media 
coverage and tens of 
thousands of impressions 
on social media. The 
most frequently asked 
question – is this photo 
real? The answer: Yes, 
gorillas can actually stand 
up, and the 
Senkwekwe orphans 
likely do so as a result of 
spending their lives with 
their upright human 
caregivers.

Virunga National Park caregivers 
Mathieu and Patrick pose for a selfie 

with orphans, April 2019.

Bird’s eye view - Matabishi, mountain gorilla orphan, rests up in a tree. 
Senkwewke Center, DR Congo. Photo by Dr. Eddy Kambale Syaluha, 
Gorilla Doctors.



 

As an important implementing partner for the Graueri 
Conservation Action Plan, Gorilla Doctors leads 
veterinary medical capacity-building at the Center for 
Rehabilitation of Primates at Lwiro in DR Congo. 

During this past year, Gorilla Doctors’ Dr. Luis Flores 
led Lwiro staff in conducting and managing:

•	 171 surgeries to treat injuries and manage 
reproduction 

•	 500 clinical cases and preventative medicine 
procedures

•	 60 new animals admitted to quarantine  

In addition, Dr. Flores mentored multiple veterinary 
interns and university students on research projects.

Lwiro: Primate rescue 
& rehabilitation in DR 
Congo

 

Striking a pose - Felix, an infant chimpanzee orphan at the Center 
for Rehabilitation of Primates at Lwiro, DR Congo. Note: the 
discoloration in Felix’s right eye is the result of a severe injury prior to 
his rescue and arrival at Lwiro. Photo by Lwiro Primates staff.

Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to read about the rescue of two infant 
chimps.  



  

PREDICT: 2009-2019

PREDICT fieldwork – Gorilla Doctors’ Dr. Adrien Ntwali places a swab 
from a rodent in a collection tube, for later screening of the specimen 
for the presence of viral DNA. He’s wearing Personal Protective 
Equipment (i.e. a Tyvek™ suit, gloves, mask and goggles) to protect 
himself from possible exposure to any potential zoonotic pathogens 
that might be present in the swab or being shed by the rodent.

For the past 10 years, Gorilla Doctors has implemented 
the USAID Emerging Pandemic Threats PREDICT project 
in Rwanda, Uganda and eastern DR Congo for the UC 
Davis One Health Institute. The goal of PREDICT was to 
detect wildlife viruses that could pose a risk to human 
health and identify measures to reduce virus spillover. 

Among many of Gorilla Doctors’ PREDICT achievements: 

•	 Increased training in One Health for field and lab 
workers, enabling countries to continue research and 
surveillance  

•	 Strengthened relationships with government partners 

•	 Increased awareness of human-wildlife interactions 
and the impact on health for both

•	 Improved understanding of the importance of wildlife 
in the ecosystem and how to share the environment 
safely

People and wildlife 
sampled

Detected more than 55 
novel viruses in wildlife 
and more than 33 known 
viruses 

Data from Rwanda, Uganda and DR Congo



 

Gorilla Doctors is actively engaged in research to 
better understand health threats to gorillas. This year, 
Gorilla Doctors continued to collaborate on 
investigating the role of parasites in causing 
gastrointestinal disease in mountain gorillas. Initial 
results show significant differences in parasite loads 
across geographic sections of the Virungas, as well as 
differences among age groups. 

Further research into the demographic, geographic and 
ecologic factors contributing to these differences in 
load will also help increase our understanding of how 
parasite infections can cause illness in mountain gorillas. 

Additionally, with support from the Swiss Embassy in 
Bukavu, Dr. Luis Flores and Lwiro Rehabilitation Center 
staff in DR Congo conducted research to improve 
tuberculosis screening of chimpanzees and other 
primates at Lwiro, as well as better understand the TB 
status of local community members. 

Collaboration leads to 
discovery

 

Lunchtime – Juvenile Ijabo of Umubano group, Volcanoes National 
Park, Rwanda. Photo by Dr. Adrien Ntwari, Gorilla Doctors.



  

Gorilla Doctors 
around the world

Catching a ride with Mom – Nshuti carrying her infant in Mgahinga 
Gorilla National Park, Uganda. Photo by Skyler Bishop.

From scientific publications and reporting to 
presentations at international meetings and global 
recognition, Gorilla Doctors made significant 
contributions to wildlife health, veterinary medicine and 
conservation around the world. A few examples 
include:

•	 Dr. Kirsten Gilardi, Executive Director, helped 
review the conservation status of mountain gorillas 
for the IUCN Red List of Endangered Species

•	 National Geographic sponsored Dr. Eddy Kambale 
Syaluha to participate at their Explorers Festival in 
Washington, DC

•	 Staff veterinarians from each country participated in 
a global PREDICT meeting held in Indonesia to 
share findings with colleagues from around the 
world

Thanks to generous funding from the Houston Zoo, 
Gorilla Doctors’ Eddy Kambale Syahula and Jean Bosco 
(Noel) Noheri graduated from Makerere University in 
Uganda, and Julius Nziza graduated from the University 
of Rwanda with their master’s in Wildlife Health & 
Management.

Scan with your iPhone camera or other code 
reader to see Drs. Eddy and Noel at their 
graduation ceremony.  
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The donations and grants received by 
Gorilla Doctors directly support the 
survival, care and population growth 
of the world’s endangered mountain 
and critically endangered Grauer’s 
gorillas. Together, we are truly saving 
a species, one gorilla at a time.

www.gorilladoctors.org

IMPACT

Programs: 80%
Administration: 20%

TEAM

In Fiscal Year 2018/2019, MGVP, Inc. 
and the Karen C. Drayer Wildlife 
Health Center at UC Davis together 
raised $2,260,345 in financial support. 
$1,818,027 was spent as follows:
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OPPOSITE PAGE: Mommy and me time – Infant of Rushegura group, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. Photo by Skyler Bishop.

 



 

Gorilla Doctors is a partnership between the 
non-profit Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project 
(MGVP, Inc: 06-1752363) and the non-profit 

Karen C. Drayer Wildlife Health Center at the 
University of California, Davis (94-6036494).
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Twice as adorable – Playing infants from Isimbi group, Volcanoes National 

Park, Rwanda. Photo by: Dr. Methode Bahizi, Gorilla Doctors.


