


Our mission is to conserve wild eastern gorillas 

through life-saving veterinary medicine and 

science using a One Health approach.

A world with a thriving population of wild 

eastern gorillas.
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As a loyal supporter of Gorilla Doctors and our mission, you are helping to ensure 
the future health of wild eastern gorillas and their Gorilla Doctors in Rwanda, 
Uganda, and DR Congo. Since the arrival of COVID-19, our One Health approach to 
life-saving veterinary care and scientific research has proven highly effective. 

In fiscal year 2020-2021, zero gorillas that we tested for COVID-19 were positive. 
Essential to our mission is treating the gorillas in the forest and never removing 
them from their home environment. Each gorilla we save together remains in the 
forest with its family, and that is a conservation win to be celebrated.     
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Research in Action
12 Scientific 

Publications

9 Active Research
Projects

One Health for All

1 Human Medical 
Doctor + Clinic
For Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda
Funded by Gorilla Doctors

10 Master’s Degree 
Students

10 Water Purification 
Systems Installed at 
Ranger Stations

800+
Gorillas

Our Gorilla Patients

62
Groups

7
Lone Silverbacks

Habituated Mountain and Grauer's gorillas combined

Health 
Checks

Clinical
Interventions

296
33

Y(our) Impact
Rwanda, Uganda, and DR Congo combined

2 Successful 
Snare Rescues
(included in the total of 33)

88% Programs
12% Administration

Gorilla Doctors 
Fiscal Health Report

Revenue: $1,814,143
Expenditures: $1,738,405



“Last year really stood out for me as the year when the dedication of our 
veterinarians and staff and our resilience as an organization were literally 
beacons of hope – to have been able to continue our work and realize some 
transformative steps forward for Gorilla Doctors, despite all the obvious 
challenges, was truly extraordinary.” 

– Dr. Kirsten V. Gilardi, Executive Director & Chief Veterinary Officer

Piggy Back Ride! An infant mountain gorilla catches a ride with Mom, Kuhirwa, during Dr. Fred's health 
check on Nkuringo group, August 5, 2020. Photo by Dr. Fred. 

Cover Photo: Looking Up! An infant Grauer's gorilla of Bonane group in Kahuzi-Biega National Park, DR Congo. February 2021. Photo by Dr. Fabrice.

Photo by Skyler Bishop



Gorilla Doctors to the Rescue! On July 26, 2020, Team Rwanda freed infant Ineza of Igisha group 
from a snare, treated his wounds and safely returned him to his gorilla family. Left to Right in 
forefront: Drs. Noel and Gaspard. Photo by Gorilla Doctors. Photo by Skyler Bishop

“COVID-19 has taught us that it can affect public health, community livelihoods, 
and wildlife. As a Gorilla Doctor, this pandemic is a stark reminder of the 
importance of our One Health paradigm in terms of conserving the endangered 
mountains gorillas. I am proud to be on this team that is at the forefront of 
protecting this fragile population from the threat of infectious disease.” 

– Dr. Julius Nziza, Head Veterinarian, Rwanda



Photo by Skyler Bishop

“Despite the unprecedented challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the dip in tourism, gorilla monitoring continued and we saw some positive 
trends: less respiratory infections, a number of new gorillas born, and keeping 
gorillas safe from the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Sustaining a healthy population of 
mountain gorillas is both a challenge and a privilege that I am proud to be a part 
of as a Gorilla Doctor.” 

– Dr. Benard Ssebide, Head Veterinarian, Uganda

I May Not Have Thought This Through! Infant mountain gorilla, Miracle, of Katwe group, Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park, Uganda, runs out of tree while climbing. Photo taken by Dr. Fred during a health check on 
September 21, 2021.Photo by Skyler Bishop



Photo by Skyler Bishop

“Gorilla Doctors' One Health approach has expanded from health monitoring of 
human-habituated eastern gorillas in protected parks to include unhabituated, 
critically-endangered Grauer's gorillas in community-owned forests. We have 
developed a non-invasive method for monitoring the health of gorillas not used to 
the presence of humans, thanks to the great support of our committed donors to 
save gorillas for future generations.” 

– Dr. Eddy Kambale Syaluha, Head Veterinarian, DR Congo

Shy Grauer's. An unnamed adult female Grauer's gorilla and her infant in the semi-habituated Nabirembo 
group in Kahuzi-Biega National Park, DRC. January 20, 2021. Photo by Dr. Fabrice.



Photo by Skyler Bishop

I Can Eat Grown Up Gorilla Food! Infant Sururwanda in Mafunzo group, Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda 
playing during a routine health check, March 23, 2021. Photo by Dr. Gaspard.

“As part of a team at the forefront of protecting the health of the endangered 
mountain gorillas, it has been hard to imagine a positive start to your day 
with COVID-19 in communities around the gorilla habitat. However, as a result 
of teamwork, good leadership, and amazing supporters, we’ve all been in this 
together and that’s the main reason for hope and encouragement!” 

– Dr. Gaspard Nzayisenga, Field Veterinarian, Rwanda



Welcome Addition! Adult famale Karibu, which means welcome in Swahili, and her newborn huddle in the 
rain. Bageni group, Virunga National Park, DRC. Photo by Dr. Eddy.

“During my first year as a Gorilla Doctor, I have been impressed by the 
generosity, the spirit of collaboration, and the sharing of experience from 
colleagues. I have learned a lot about wildlife medicine through a One Health 
approach. I hope to learn more from the Gorilla Doctors team and make my 
contribution according to my abilities so that we can achieve our goals.”

– Dr. Fabrice Katembo Malonga, Field Veterinarian, DR Congo



Photo by Skyler Bishop

“Concerted effort from partner wildlife authorities, the conservation community 
and Gorilla Doctors, along with support from great donors, enabled yet another 
strong year of contribution towards conserving eastern gorillas amidst prevailing 
uncertainty. I’m privileged to be part of this great team!” 
– Dr. Fred Nizeyimana, Field Veterinarian, Uganda

A Moment of Rest! A mountain gorilla pauses at the bottom of a tree after climbing down into the 
dense vegetation. Mishaya group, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. Photo by Skyler Bishop 
for Gorilla Doctors.



“The COVID-19 pandemic has proven that everyone can become vulnerable at 
some point. As a Gorilla Doctor, I was reminded that our One Health approach 
still matters. Hand in hand, we’ve got to save the lives of animals but without 
leaving behind the whole environment around us - we are all connected.” 

– Dr. Methode Bahizi, Regional Laboratory Technician, Rwanda

Resting Beauty. Adult female mountain gorilla, Ubuhamya, of Mafunzo group, Volcanoes National 
Park, Rwanda rests during a health check on March 23, 2021. Photo by Dr. Gaspard. Photo by Skyler Bishop



Gorilla Guardians™ champion gorilla health by providing reliable, 
regular funding to our veterinarians who monitor gorilla health 
every day. We are so grateful to all of the people who became Gorilla 
Guardians™ during the 2020 - 2021 fiscal year, joining the collective 
power of a group dedicated to healthy, thriving gorillas in the wild. 
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“Life without the love and loyalty of our companion and happy patient, the 
eastern gorilla, is unimaginable. If you have a family pooch, you know the 
extra-special relationship you have with them – a bond that will likely grow 
even stronger over the years. Observing a four pound infant growing up to be a 
400 pound adult under our care is the most exciting part of my work.” 

– Dr. Ricky Okwir Okello, Field Veterinarian, Uganda

Family on the Move! A mountain gorilla family in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, Uganda. Photo by 
Skyler Bishop for Gorilla Doctors.

GORILLA GUARDIANSTMTM

Photo by Skyler Bishop



Photo by Skyler Bishop

“The last two years have been tough and complex individually. I would therefore 
like to thank my teammates and our incredible supporters who have made 
everything possible for Gorilla Doctors to continue this critical mission.” 

– Dr. Jean Bosco 'Noel' Noheri, Field Veterinarian, Rwanda

Hey, Look at my Foot! An infant mountain gorilla playing during Dr. Fabrice’s health check of Mapuwa 
group, Virunga National Park, DRC. September 14, 2021. Photo by Dr. Fabrice. 



I Got This! An older infant in Binyindo group, Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda, plays and 
eats at the same time during Dr. Fred's health check, October 14, 2020. 

“To be a veterinarian was my daily dream that my father supported because I 
grew up with it and my environment was favorable. Becoming a Gorilla Doctor 
is such a special thing. I have always realized that every gesture counts for the 
safeguarding of our close cousins and our planet. I am proud to be part of this 
great team!!!” 

– Dr. Lina Nturubika, Field Veterinarian, DR Congo
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Our Supporters: July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Every gift helps Gorilla Doctors achieve its mission. In FY 20-21, hundreds of donors gave gifts from $1 - $499. 
Gorilla Doctors is a partnership between Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project, Inc. (MGVP, Inc.) and the UC Davis School of Veterinary 

Medicine's Karen C. Drayer Wildlife Health Center (94-6036494). MGVP, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (06-1752363).

Amazon
Houston Zoo, Inc.

Anonymous
Melinda Goodman Kemp 
      & Robert Kemp
Barbara A. Wolfe 

Sandra de Roulet
Great Plains Foundation, 

Project Ranger
Mary Ann Pollard Houghland
Dr. Rich Mills & Demi L. Mills
Dr. Joyce Murphy
Robert Nelsen 
      & Ellyn Hennecke
Pavilion Foundation
RAM Holdings, Corp.

Michael & Tina Baker
Ann Colm
Kathleen Dickinson
Lynn Donnan 
Billie Grieb & Duke Lohr
Kelly & Sandy Harcourt 
Jed Harris
Barbara Hollweg
Jonna & Jeff Mazet
Carolyn & Richard McRae
Jeffrey Neu
David Posner in memory of 

James S. Posner
Donald B. & Carole F. 

Tanklage Foundation
Geoff Tennican 
     & Jennifer Durning 
The Charles Engelhard 

Foundation 

Aid for Africa
Anonymous
Robert Braddock
Cecily Carson
Jean-Marc Chapus
Gladys Cofrin 
     & Daniel P. Logan
Detroit Zoological Society
Deborah L. Dunham 
     & Charles W. Cunningham
Kathleen Gabrielson
Teresa & Hunter Harrison
Lisa Heinz
Majda Jones
Gary Kilbourn
Patricia Pollard Kinnett

Lex Reception
John & Sharon O'Connell
Diiana Oliver
Michael Peleg
Sarah & Greg Rayford
Lorraine G. Schapiro
Betsy & Douglas Sutter
The Gorilla Organisation
Griet Van Malderen & H. Laviale

Anonymous
Polly Bloomingdale
Fay Forman
Jeanna French
Susan Freeman
Goldman Sachs
Michael & Kristan Halaiko
Jessie M. Harris
Robert Hilsenroth
Virginia Johnson
Verna & Attila Kilic
Sandra Kozlowski
Legend Bracelets
Moroze Family Fund
Philippa Norman
Anne & Roger Powell
Cathy Riker
The Erkiletian Family 

Foundation
Sheila Thompson
Bruce Wagman
Ian Wood
Lara & Ike Zekaria

Linda Abraham for Russ, 
     who loved gorillas
Anonymous
Anonymous
Carol Bahan
Berggorilla & Regenwald 

Direkthilfe
Beth Brock & Bob Greenawalt
Mary Brockman
Chris Reid Burns
Jerry Brubach
Joan Bruno 
Elizabeth Cadwalader & 

Eugene Baron
Linda Cecchi
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cooper
Linda Cory
Dogs & Philosophers Fund
Donate To Primate
Isabella Draper
FLOAT (For the Love 
     of All Things)
Eileen Flynn

Rob Fuller & Cathryn Gabor, 
Africa 360 Travel

Eric & Abigail Geller
Jeanette Gerould
Gary & Jeanne Gigante
Gearing Up 4 Gorillas
Jacqueline Gilardi
Laura Gleeson
Tracey Gluck
Alex Grim
Corrina & Scott Hamann
Doris Hausser
Dr. Stephen Hill
Karen Jain
Karen Johnson
Lisa Junge
Jeffrey Kiser
Barbara Lester & Paul Freed
Norm & Christy Lundberg
Fran & Ernie Mazet
Francis Melvin
Jeffrey & Sharon Morris
Theresa Morrison
John O’Grady
Hiren Patel
Ellendee Pepper
Deborah Bachman Ratner 
Linda Sandman
Kerry Sarnoski
Theo Sedlmayr
Rick Sevin
David Shaw
Michael Shields
Guillame Silly
James & Suzette Smith
Barbara Sobelman
Jerry & Wendy Spivak
Judith Stampler
Joseph Sweeney
Soeren Peter Thomsen
Jim Lenard Thompson
Joe & Ann von Kugelgen
Douglas Warde
Laura Waters
Chuck & Judy Wheatley
Raymond Whitman
Bart & Tracy Zitnitsky

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Patricia & Mark Abrahams
Jocelyn Allen
Tom Andriacchi
Laura & Murry Baria
Romaney Berson
Gene Bodily
Oliver Bogen
Duncan Broatch
Buffalo Zoo

Donna Butler
Deborah Chambliss
William Chavez
Barbara Chesley
Ann Clapp
Gary & Joan Clark
Austin Cleary
Cristina Colissimo
Marie-France Côté
Lisa Curtis
Katherine Davis
Kathryn DiGiorgio
Thomas Farrell
Elio Fois
Sharon Foltz
Susan Freeman
Marcine Friedman
Jane Shuler Gray
Otto Guenther
Sibylle Gussmann
Judy A. Haggard
Nancy & John Howard
Michael & Vickie Ina
Judith Ingram
Roger Jean
Denise Kading
Angelina Kirkpatrick
Derek Kroledge
Brenda Levin
Dr. Linda Lowenstine
Elizabeth Magden
Sandra J. Mathis
Margaret McCarthy
Lael Montgomery & Jon Vick
Sarah Mrzyglocki
Graeme Murray 
     & Vicki Hereche
Craig T. Nelson
Drew Nichol
Stephen November
Franklin & Susan Orr
Diana Rebman
Owen Roberts
Arlene Rosenblatt
Stacy Rudolph
Maritza Ryan
Joann E. Schilling
Gordon Schmitz
Rebecca Schweiger
Silverback Coffee of Rwanda
Elizabeth Starr
Alan F. Stewart
Donna & John Stiglmeier
David & Bonnie Sudduth
Brian Sway
Catherine Tennican
Edward & Guy Van Slyke
Roland Vet
Dr. Mardy Wasserman
Helen Whibbs
Gretchen Whittier
Mary Wilson

Scott Wootten
Brigitte Wullert
Cheryl Younger
Mark Zabukovec
Jiri Zejval

Arcus Foundation
International Gorilla 

Conservation Programme 
(IGCP)

EU European Development 
Fund/BIOPAMA

Jane Goodall Institute
Margot Marsh Biodiversity 

Foundation
Partners in Conservation/

Columbus Zoo & Aquarium
Smithsonian Institutions 

Global Health Program
University of California, Davis 

Epicenter for Emerging 
Infectious Disease 
Intelligence (NIH)

Apple 
Boeing
Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Foundation
Chevron
Genentech
Guidewire
Liberty Mutual
Nike
Pfizer Inc.
Progressive
Shell Oil Company Foundation
The Merck Foundation
UBS Financial Services
United Healthcare
Viacom CBS
VM Ware

The l ist of our 2020-2021 
Goril la Guardians TM is 
featured on page X.

DLA Piper
Gravity Free Studios
Nelson Mullins

$100,000+

$50,000-$99,999

$25,000-$49,999

$10,000-$24,999

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499

$500-$999

Grants

Matching Gifts

Gifts In Kind

Gorilla GuardiansTM
$5,000-$9,999


